BÓDVALENKE DECLARATION

We, representatives of Roma NGOs and NGOs with Roma concerns, who gathered in Bódvalenke to celebrate the International Romani Day on 5 April 2013, 
· deeply concerned by the rise of anti-Roma sentiments and extreme right populism directed against the Roma all over Europe;
· frustrated that, to date, the Decade of Roma Inclusion has not brought about the desired results: the Roma continue to suffer discrimination and still score the lowest on all major parameters: education, health condition, employment, income, housing;
· gravely concerned that some Member States regularly violate the anti-discrimination and equal rights legislation of the European Union as widely documented by Amnesty International and others;
· disappointed that the use of the EU Structural Funds by the Member States has not improved the lives of the European Roma communities; in fact, in some Member States like Hungary, the living conditions of the Roma deteriorated radically over the past few years;
· noting that the structure of EU funding has, instead of helping, throttled many Roma NGOs all over Europe;
· observing that Member States have failed to draw down available EU funds that could have been used to improve the lives of Roma communities;
· noting that decision making processes about the Roma have failed to go beyond tokenism in terms of involving Roma expertise;
· anxious that the successful implementation of the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies could be thwarted by the fact that this implementation is up to Member States;
· believing that the European Union should be an area of justice, freedom and security – FOR ALL

calls upon the Commission, as Guardian of the Treaties,

· to initiate infringement procedures against Member States also when they violate anti-discrimination and equal rights legislation;
· to examine the possibilities of making Member States accountable for the implementation of their National Roma Integration Strategies;
· to set up a Roma Integration Fund or European Roma Fund 
· managed directly by the Commission,
· assisted by a board of Roma experts with proven experience in fieldwork,
· the fund should have at least two strands with long-term support for:
a)  Roma NGOs and pro-Roma NGOs, networks and local groups playing a key role in the field of human rights, empowerment, education, art and culture
b)  (local and regional) development projects with an integrated approach in the field of job creation, social business  and other key-areas initiated by Roma and pro-Roma NGOs 
· with full transparency to prevent corruption.


